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Key to Phonetic Symbols 
Vowels 

Example Symbol Example 

see /si:/ 3: hurt / h3:(r)t/ 
sit /srt/ a ago /a 'gau/ 

ten /ten/ e1 page /pe1d3/ 
hat / hcet/ au home / haum/ 
car /ka:( r)/ a1 five /fa1v/ 
hot /got/ au now /nau/ 
four /b:(r)/ JI join /d3Jm/ 
put / put/ Ia near /ma(r)/ 
too /tu :/ ea hair / hea(r)/ 
bus /bAs/ ua pure /pjua(r)/ 

Consonants 

Example Symbol Example 

pen /pen/ s so /saul !sou/ 
bad /b~d/ z zoo /zu:/ 
tea /ti:/ J she /Ji :/ 
did /did/ 3 vision /vr3an/ 
cat /k~t/ h how /hau/ 
got / got I I ga :t/ m man /m~n/ 
chin /tJm/ n no /naul I nou/ 

jungle /ci3Al)gal/ I) sing /SIi)/ 

fall /fJ:1/ I leg /leg/ 
voice /VJIS/ r red /red/ 
thin /8rn/ j yes /jes/ 
then / den/ w wet /wet/ 
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I I 
clever j'kleva(r )ll'klevar/ adj ~ 
intelligent and able to learn things quickly: Mary is not 
very cl eve"' but she tries hard. - ~ ).) 031,.) ,- ulS' 151J"'-! JL:.o 
~ inte lligent --- ojl,r ..,j.)I.,:.:.., 
m stupid; foolish ___ 031,..,.....)1...i,,;.o 

act /~kt/ v, n 
1 perform a role in a play or film/movie: He is acting the 
role of a young king in a movie. 
2 do something: Doctors acted quickly to save the boy's 
life after the accident. 

0.) :;S ).:..9) 'l.J.) :;S r1-"1 ,0.) :;SJ= ·" <~ 'l .. r.>.L....;) 0.) yS <.S}~ ·' 

let /let/ v [let, let] 
allow somebody or something to do something: Let 
them go. 0 I'll be happy to help you if you'll let me. 0 

They won't let him leave the country. 
~ allow 

~I.is' •'½ 0.)b o jl::,,-1 

Let me see let me think: Now let me see-where did he 
say he lived? 0 What?! Let me see. Oh, does anyone have 
a plaster? 

let ... know I'll let her know. 



Available/i3 've1li3bi3I /adj 
something t hat is available is able to be used or can 
easily be bought or found 
Tickets are available from the box office 
Not enough data is available to scientists. 
SYN: accessible, usable, possible 
OPP: impossible 

Absolutely /'<Ebsalu:tli llcEbsa'lu:tl i / adv 
1 completely and in every way 
Are you absolutely sure? 
This cake is absolutely delicious. 
2 used t o emphasize something: 
Jim knew absolutely nothing about the business when 
he joined the firm. 
He has absolutely no experience of marketing. 
SYN: Actually, definitely, doubtless, exactly, really, 
surely 
OPP: doubtfully, questionably, uncertain 

Belong / br 'lol) llbr'lo:IJ / 
1 if something belongs somewhere, that is t he right 
place or situat ion for it: 
Put the chair back where it belongs. 
2 if you feel you belong in a place or sit uat ion, you feel 
happy and comfortable in it, because you have t he 
same interests and ideas as other people: 
I worked there for five years but never really felt I 
belonged. o@ "' lri: 

~ 
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Besides/ b1'sardz / adv, prep 
1 used when adding another reason: 
I need the money. And besides, when I agree to do something, 
I do it. 
In written English, people do not usually use besides as a 
sentence adverb. They start a sentence with t he more formal 
moreover instead: 
Moreover, smoking is linked with heart disease and strokes. 
2 in addition to someone or something else that you are 
mentioning: 
People choose jobs for other reasons besides money. 
SYN: moreover, also, likewise, too 

Candle/'karndl /n 
a stick of WAX with a string through the middle, which 
you burn to give light. 
She lit a candle in the church. 
Can you blow out all the candles on your birthday cake? 

Century /' sentf ari /n (plural centuries) 
one of the 100-year periods measured from before or after 
the year of Christ's birth 
the 11th/18th/21st etc century 
The church was built in the 13th century. 
the next/last century 
many centuries ago 
the 18th/19th/20th/21st etc century 
The movie is set in the 18th century 

----· - Khate Sefid 



Communication/ka,mju:na'ke1Jan ll ka ,mju:m'ke1Jan/n 
1 [U] the process by which people exchange 
information or express their thoughts and feelings: 
Radio was the pilot's only means of communication. 
2 communications [P]: ways of sending information, 
especially using radio, t elephone, or computers. 
Modern communications are enabling more people to 
work from home. 
SYN: connection/ contact 

• • 
fl' T 

Continent/'kontanant ll 'ka:n tmant / n 
a large mass of land surrounded by sea: 
the continents of Asia and Africa 

SEVE~ CONTINENTS' 

Countable/'kaontabal / adj 
a noun that has singular and plural forms. In the plural, 
countable nouns usually add an 's' or 'es', for example 
'mistakes', 'problems', and 'buses'. When it is singular, 
a countable noun usually comes aft er a determiner such 
as 'a', 'this', 'any', or 'a lot of', for example 'this house, 
'a week', and 'the way'. 
OPP: uncountable 

Count Nouns 

Khate Sefid - ·----



Culture/' kAltJa 11' kAltJar / n 
the beliefs, way of life, art, and cust oms t hat are shared 
and accepted by people in a particular society: 
We speak Turkish at home so that the boys don't lose touch 
with their language and culture. 
In our culture, it is rude to ask someone how much they 
earn. 
national culture , local culture 
SYN: civilization 

Deaf/ def / adj 
physically unable to hear anything or unable to hear well 
I th ink M um's going a bit deaf, she can't hear me well 
Helen Keller was blind, deaf and dum. 
She is completely deaf in her left ear. 
Being deaf and dumb makes communication very difficult. 
/,ve called you three times, are you deaf. , 

I 
Depend on/ dr'pendon/phrv 
if something depends on something else, it is directly 
affected or decided by t hat thing: 
The length of time spent exercising depends on the sport 
you are training for. 
She still depends on her parents. 
The price depends on the size. 
My wife and children depend on me. 

SYN: rely on 

----· - Khate Sefid 



Despite /dr'spart / prep 
without taking any notice of 
I enjoy the weekend, despite the bad weather. 
Despite all our efforts to save the school, the authorities 
decided to close it. 
SYN: in spite of, although 

Develop/ d1'velap / v 
1 [I and T] to grow or change into something bigger, 
stronger, or more advanced. 
Turkey has developed its economy around the tourist 
industry. 
2 [T] to design or make a new idea, product, system etc 
over a period of time: 
Scientists are developing new drugs to treat Aids 
SYN: grow, promote, progress, advance i 
OPP: decline, halt, decrease, stop l .... : 

~ ' . . ) 

Exchange/ 1ks'tJem d3 / n,v 
1 [U and C] t he act of giving someone something and 
receiving something else from them 
Through languages, people exchange knowledge, 
beliefs, wishes, and feelings. 
a cultural/scientific/academic exchange. 
2 to give someone something and receive t he same kind 
of t hing from them at t he same t ime: 
We exchange gifts at Christmas. 
SYN: interchange -

Khate Sefid - ·----



Exist /rg 'nst /v 
to happen or be present in a particular sit uation or place: 
Does water really exist on Mars? 
I didn't know this kind of a thing existed. 
Mehran believes that life exists on other planets. 
SYN: live, be alive, be living, have life, survive 
OPP: cease, depart 

Experience/ 1k'sp1arians II 1k'sp1rians/ n,v 
1 [U] knowledge or skill t hat you gain from doing a job or 
activity, or the process of doing this 
My experience says interest and hard work are reallv. 
more important than age. 
He had no previous experience of teaching. 
I had some experience in travelling. 
2 Verb [T] 
if you experience a problem, event, or situation, it happens to 
you or affects you 
Children need to experience things for themselves in order to 
learn from them. 
have experience ,get/gain experience ,lack experience 

Explanation/, ekspla' ne1Jan/ n 
the reasons you give for w hy something happened or w hy 
you did somet hing: 
I picked the bags and read the explanations. 
I'll try and give you a quick explanation of how the 
machine works. 
SYN: expression, description ,clarification, simplification 

. .. - ,. l..J . - . -
~ ·~ •Ci-> •w ... ·~-~ ,~,-, -------------
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Feeling /'fi :lnJ /n ,adj 
1 [C] an emotion that you feel, such as anger, sadness, or 
happiness: 
I feel sleepy 
Tom felt sad 
2 feelings [P] someone's feelings are their t houghts, 
emotions, and attitudes: 
Through languages, people also exchange feelings. 
a good/great/wonderful etc feeling. . . • . 
SYN: sense, reaction 
OPP: insensitivity • 1 ~ 

Fortunately /'b :tJa natli 11 'fJ :rtJanatli /adv 
happening because of good luck 
Fortunately, everything worked out all right in the end. 
In everyday English, people usually say luckily rather 
than fortunately: 
Luckily, no one was hurt 
SYN: luckily 
OPP: unfortunately 

Frequently /'fri:kwantl i /adv 
very often or many t imes 
He was frequently late. 
Shima was frequently late for school. 
Reza frequently gets sugar and salt mixed up. 
Tohid frequently wears a hat. 
SYN: regularly, often, very often, all the time 
OPP: rarely 

Khate Sefid - ·----




