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Introduction

Khate Sefid Graded Readers is a collection of graded
short stories designed to give young English learners,
especially junior high school and high school students,
the opportunity to maximize practice and progression in

reading and comprehending English in context.

Stories in this stage focus on simple present, simple past
(regular and irregular verbs), simple future, present
continuous, modals and direct speech. This book is also
supported by an audio CD.
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hen the train stopped, | opened my eyes and looked out of
the window. | saw a man on the platform. He was tall and blond
with blue eyes. The train left the station and | closed my eyes. As
usual the 6:20 was full.
“Excuse me. Can | sit here?” | opened my eyes again. It was the tall,
blond man.
“Sure,” | answered. He sat down next to me. There was a nice smell.
Chanel No. 5. | started to listen to music on my phone.
“I' love Yo-Yo Ma.”
“Sorry?” | said.
“You're listening to Yo-Yo Ma. | love classical music.” He smiled. His
eyes were very blue.
We talked about music until the train arrived at South Station.
“Would you like a cup of coffee?” | asked him. He looked at his
watch. “OK,” he said. “I have time.”
I bought two coffees at the station café. We sat down.
“My name’s Frank,” he said.
“I’m David. Nice to meet you.”
“What do you do?” | asked.
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“I work in real estate — apartments and houses. What do you do?”
“I work for Citibank.”

“That’s interesting!” said Frank. “Do you live in Boston?”

“Yes. | have an apartment near the river.”
“Wow! That’s an expensive part of Boston!”

| looked at my watch. “It’s late. Time to go. | have a tennis lesson

” o

this evening.”“l can drive you home,” he said. “I live near you,” | told
him my address.

His car was in the parking lot. 1t was an Audi TT.

“Nice car)” | said.

He was a very fast driver. He stopped outside my apartment. We said
good-bye, and exchanged phone numbers. The next morning, there
was a message from Frank. He wrote:

| want to c u again! Friday?

On Friday morning, he called me.

“I' have two tickets for the Yo-Yo Ma concert tonight! Can you get them
from the box office at 7:15? We can meet in the theater cafe at 7:30.
The concert starts at 8:00.”

| arrived at the theater at 7:00 o’clock. | got the tickets, and | waited
in the cafe. | read a newspaper. But Frank didn’t come. | looked at my
watch. It was 7:45. | looked at my phone. There was a message.
Sorry! In a meeting. C u in the theater. Leave my ticket at the box office.
| left his ticket at the box office and found my seat. The concert started,
but Frank didn’t arrive. At 9:00 o’clock, the concert finished and | called
him, but his phone was off. | sent him a text: Where r u?

| was very angry. | left the theater and went home. | opened the door
of my apartment and turned on the light. Oh no! My apartment looked
very different. There was no TV, no radio! There weren’t any pictures
on the wall. | went into my bedroom. My laptop wasn’t there. But there

was a nice smell. Chanel No. 5. c "-




A. Mark the sentences T (True) or F (False).

1. Frank was a tall blond man with blue eyes.

2. Frank was listening to classical music.

3. They said good-bye and then exchanged their phones.
4. Frank read a newspaper at the café.

5. The Yo-Yo Ma concert was on Friday.

B. Choose the right answer.

1. Where did David first see the Frank?
a. on the train
b. on the platform
c. at the box office

2. What did they talk about?
a. music
b. movies
c.art

3. What does Frank do?
a. He works for a bank.
b. He works in real estate.
c. He’s a salesperson

4. What does David do?
a. He’s a bank manager.
b. He works in a bank.
c. He’s a realtor.
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5. What did David write in the message?
a. | really want to see you again! Friday?
b. Where are you?
c. Leave my ticket at the box office.

C. Fill in the blanks.

1. The 6:20 train was usually ................. :

2. Frank likes .................. music.

3.lhavea........... lesson in the evening.

4. Frank’s car was in .................. :

5. David left Frank’s ticket at the ........ccoovet i :

D. Answer the following questions.

1. What was Frank’s perfume?




The Milkinele cne Her Rail

/nce there lived a milkmaid in a small old town. Her name was

Molly. Every day early in the morning, she milked the cow and sold

the milk. In exchange, the people at the market gave her money.

One day, Molly put the pail which was full of fresh milk on her
head and went off to the market. As she walked along the road,
Molly thought of all the things she could buy with the money she
got for the milk.

“This morning the cow gave more milk than she normally does.
How good it will be if she gives some more milk every day. That
means | will get some extra money every day,” the milkmaid said
happily. “With that money, I’'m going to buy some hens. I’'m going
to take a good care of the hens. The hens will lay eggs and when
the eggs hatch, healthy chickens will come out from those eggs,”

she continued. “When they grow up, | will sell those chickens in
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the market at a good price and with that money | will buy more
hens. More hens means more chickens and more money. Oh! | will

become so rich.”

The milkmaid continued making plans, “I am young and beautiful
and soon | will become rich too. With my money, I’'m going to buy
myself fancy new dresses that will make other milkmaids jealous!
Oh! I can’t wait to get to the market! Every handsome young man
of the town will want to marry me, but I’'m going to say yes to the
man that | like the most.” She nodded her head, to say yes, and as

she moved her head the pail of milk fell down and the milk spilled.

“Oh no! Now I'll never have enough money to buy a chicken,” she
said. She took the empty milk pail off her head and went back
home. “My goodness! What happened to you?” asked Molly’s

mother when she walked in the door.

“l was so busy dreaming about all the things | could buy with the
milk money that | forgot about the pail on my head,” replied Molly.
“Oh, dear Molly! How many times do | need to tell you? Don’t
count your chickens before they are hatched,” said her mother.

“What does that mean again?” Molly asked.

“It means that you shouldn’t count on something before it happens,”

her mother replied.

Molly knew her mother was right, but she loved to dream about

her future.
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1. Molly lived in a big city.

2. Molly wanted to buy some hens with her money.
"""""""" 3. Molly was a young and beautiful girl.
4. Molly went to the market after her pail fell down.

5. Molly loved dreaming about her future.

B. Choose the right answer.

1. Molly milked the cows ..................... .
a. in the afternoon
b. late in the morning
c. early in the morning

2. Molly ......cceeeeerennee .
a. put the pail on her head
b. sold the milk and bought a chicken
c. went to the market once a week.

3. Molly wanted to become ..................... .
a. beautiful
b. rich
c. a milkmaid

4. Molly didn’t want to buy ..................... .
a. fancy clothes
b. hens
c. milk
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5. Molly forgot that ..................... .
a. she was dreaming
b. she didn’t have enough money to buy chickens

c. the pail is on her head

C. Fill in the blanks.

1. The milkmaid milked the .................. every morning.
2. People at the market gave Molly .................. for her milk.
3. Wheneggs .................. , chickens come out of them.

4. “l will sell the chickens after they .................. )’ said Molly.
5.Whenyou................... , You move your head up and down.

D. Answer the following questions.

1. When did Molly milk the cows?
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1. Strangefs on a Train

2. The Milkmaid and Her Milk

3. The Moon Goblins

The Paper Bag
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real estate
parking lot
exchange
box office

fresh

fancy
handsome

my goodness

grab
disappear
mysterious
determined

straight

immediately

colleague
thief

/'strein.dza/ (adj)
/'plaet.foirm/ (n)
/'ri;.al.1 stert/ (n)
/'pa:rkin la:t/ (n)
/1ks tfetnd3z/ (v)
/'baks a:.fis/ (n)
/'t3n a:n/

/la1t/ (n)

[/1ok/ (v)

/smel/ (n)

/'milkme1d/ (n)
/peil/ (n)

/fref/ (adj)
/mi:n/ (v)
/heetf/ (v)
/'feen.si/ (adj)
/'haen.sam/ (adj)
/na:d/ (v)

/sp1l/ (v)

/,mar 'gud.nas/ (excl)

/'ga:.blin/ (n)
/'lovn.li/ (adj)
/edz/ (n)
/'wan.da/ (v)
/rab/ (v)

/splzf/ (n)
/graeb/ (v)

/ di1s.a'pir/ (v)
/mi'stir.i.as/ (adj)
/d1't3.mind/ (adj)

/kan'tein/ (v)
/strert/ (adv)
/sain/ (n)

/a'rest/ (v)
/1'mi:.di.at.li/ (adv)
/s3'spekt/ (v)
/kan'.vxns/'(v)
/'ka::Ii:g/ (n)

/8i:f/ (n)

/rJ/ (n)
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